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Studies of failing pupils. — An example of an attempt to connect the work 
of a university class in experimental education with an investigation of some 
actual school conditions is described in a recent number of the "Johns Hopkins 
University Studies in Education." In this monograph' a class under the 
direction of Professor Bird T. Baldwin presents the results of an analysis of 
the abilities of a group of children, most of whom had failed to make their 
grade in the previous school year. The results of the study are summarized 
in an introductory chapter by Dr. Baldwin. 

The report gives the results of a series of physical, mental, and educational 
tests applied to a group of one hundred and twenty-nine pupils. The 
tests used were a series of physical measurements, the Yerkes-B ridges 
Point Scale, the Binet Scale, Courtis Arithmetic Tests, Woody .Arithmetic 
Scale "A," the Ayres, Freeman, and Thomdike Handwriting Scales, the 
Kansas Silent Reading Test, Starch's Comprehension Test, Thomdike's 
Vocabxdary Test, the Ayres, Buckingham, and Starch Spelling Scales, the 
Trabue Completion Test, and the Hillegas and the BaUou Composition Tests. 
The results of these tests are presented in a series of reports prepared by those 
who were responsible each for a particular task. The author in commenting 
upon their publication states that "they have been prepared and published 
essentially for the benefit of the students who made them, in order that the 
students may have the advantage of the unity of the course and the oppor- 
tunity to improve on their own work" (pp. 1-2). 

The monograph is in essence a series of student term papers, and as such it 
furnishes an example of carefully prepared class reports. As a contribution 
to the field of experimental education it possesses little value. Considering 
the difficulties of pubhcation at the present time and the urgent need of facili- 
ties for making available the results of productive research, one is tempted to 
question the practice of publishing monographs "essentially for the benefit of 
the students who made them. " 



A series of books on social welfare work. — The actual work of social recon- 
struction now going on in the world presents a multitude of problems to those 
at work in the field. Such a nebulous situation requires the formulation of a 
comprehensive body of material which will serve as a point of departure in the 
thinking of each individual in service. The Social Welfare Library, edited by 
Edward T. Devine, is an attempt to fill this need. The first volume^ of the 
series has appeared and in it one finds "an effort to approach our social 
problems from the standpoint of the community as a whole. " 
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